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later, of a formal warning, by the Soviet Consul at Harbin, to the
effect that the steps taken by 'Manchukuo' in regard to the C.E.R.
were considered as devoid of legality and that his Government
reserved the right to demand an indemnity for losses incurred.
As the focus of disagreement between Japan and Russia and,
potentially, the principal danger-point in the immediate future, the
affairs of the C.E.R. have been dealt with in some detail. This may
usefully be followed by a more general summary of Russo-Japanese
relations as they developed in the course of the year. From the point
reached in February, when the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo gave
his optimistic picture of relations between the two countries,1 rela-
tions grew steadily worse. Writing from Moscow in July, the corre-
spondent of The New York Times discerned a perceptible hardening
in the Russian attitude towards Japan. This he interpreted as the
result partly of irritation over the C.E.R., partly of the increasing
sense of confidence which Moscow had derived from the conclusion
of non-aggression pacts with her Western neighbours.
This stiffening of the Russian attitude coincided in date with
increasing indications of a rapprochement between the United States
and the Soviet Union, which, it is reasonable to suppose, were not
without their effect on the Far Eastern situation. In the second week
in October, when relations between Russia and Japan appeared to
be strained almost to breaking-point, there occurred the first definite
move towards an American recognition of the U.S.S.R. in the form
of President Roosevelt's letter to President Kalinin.2 The date of
this event marked a turn of the tide in the Far East, and, from then
onwards, the prospect of an immediate outbreak of war sensibly
diminished. General Araki, who was notorious for his bellicose
utterances in the past, was reported by the Temps on the 25th
October to have declared that Japan had no intention of attacking
the Soviet Union—though he added the warning that her patience
might be exhausted. On the 6th November Mr. Hirota invited the
Russian Ambassador to a discussion of outstanding points of differ-
ence, and four days later he put forward a concrete proposal that
Russia and Japan should mutually rundertake to put an end to
military activity along the Siberian-'Manchukuo' borders—a pro-
posal which he explained as an extension of the demilitarization
clauses in the Treaty of Portsmouth which had applied to the existing
Russo-Japanese frontiers in Korea and Sakhalin.
It is difficult to estimate the effect on relations between Russia
and Japan of the publication on the 2nd December, 1933, of the
1 See p. 519 above.     2 See section (vi) of this part of the present volume.

